CIVIC LIFE
personal aggrandisement or self-glory, but because the pursuit of the higher Is the highest ideal, for myself Individually, and for the community at large?" In such musings the individual is sunk in the community. If we must have a tangible formula embodying the Incentive to such conduct, it would be: " If I do this, it will mean increased good to myself and the community." The hope of reward in its highest form here takes the place of the fear of punishments*
The prevailing notion that the ancient Indian village was based on communistic Ideas of property and life is, I think, incorrect. The boundaries of a family are necessarily wider ID an early than in a later stage of society. That being so, the unit which society recognises for purposes of ownership and possession is also wider and more indefinite. In movable property, however, we find nothing to justify us In inferring that anything like communistic ideas existed. In regard to land, the fact that periodical redistributions of land took place, and that no exclusive and permanent rights were recognised in individuals, has led to the reasoning that the property was joint. But perhaps it would be truer to say that no property In land was recognised at all, whether in the individual or in the community. Land was treated as a free gift of Nature, like light, or air, or the water of a river. As long as the population was scanty, and the quantity of land appeared unlimited, there was no occasion to